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Rita & John

e ritaplatt@hotmail.com
john.wolfe@mpls.k12.mn.us
http://www.weteachwelearn.org/tag/rita-platt/
http://3csedu.wixsite.com/3cconsultinged
@ritaplatt

@johnwolfe3rd

* Rita Platt is a Nationally Board Certified teacher. Her experience includes teaching learners of all levels from
kindergarten to graduate student. She currently is a Library Media Specialist for the St. Croix Falls SD in
Wisconsin, teaches graduate courses for the Professional Development Institute, and consults with local school

districts.

» John Wolfe is a teacher on special assignment for the Multilingual Department at the Minneapolis Public School
District. He has worked with students at all levels as well as provided professional development to fellow
teachers. His areas of expertise include English Language Learners, literacy, and integrated technology.


mailto:johnwolf3rd@yahoo.com
mailto:john.wolfe@mpls.k12.mn.us
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My Wonderful School
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Foundational Beliefs

* When the community supports your goals, your work is easier.
* Community engagement projects needn’t be complex.
 Sometimes just about nurturing mutual understanding, support, and love.

* Public schools need good press!

My Wiggly Tooth Story




Turn and Talk!

* What does “community engagement”
mean to you?

* Do you have enough? Turn ind Talk (
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e Do you want more?
 What strategies do
you use?



Types / Levels of Involvement

TYPE CHARACTERISTIC & EXAMPLES

Supportive Talks with children about the importance of school.
Backs school rules.
Helps children with homework and organization.

Communicative Returns paperwork.
Responds to calls and texts.

Interacts with social media (even just to read it.)

If you judge people,
you have

Reads letters at home.

Attends Comes to parent-teacher conferences.

Comes in the school to drop off or pick up students.
Comes to family nights or other planned events.
Attends sports events.

t . t
Volunteers Helps teacher(s) in the classroom.
Assists with field trips or other events.
Helps teacher(s) by doing work at home (cutting, stapling,
helping organize, etc.) &

Does guest presentations.
Advocates Attends PTA or other parent-group meetings. M th T
Hosts afterschool clubs or coaches teams. o e r e res a

Sets up events.

Participates on committees.



Hattie on Parental Involvement

PFarent aspirations
were the most

important influence
on their children's

hereas parental
supervision in the
forms of monitoring
students' homework,
e watching
television, and time
going out with
friends appeared to

= ’ k. ¥ have a negative
effect.

Zone of

VISIBLE LEARNING 3 >z
FOR TEACHERS ' L &

MAXIMIZING IMBALCT ON LEARNING

JOHN HATTIE

The hinge-point; average effect-size 0.4

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN LEARNING: High Aspirations Good: High Pressure Bad
From John Hattie's Visible Learning: A Synthesis of Over 800 Meta-Analyses Relating to Achievement (2009, Routledge)



Cialdini on “Social Proof”

“People tend
to follow the
most popular
course of
action.”
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Robert B. Cialdini

Bestselling Author of Influence




Harris on “Group Socialization”

Children see their job NOT as learning to be like adults.
They see their job as learning to be LIKE SLIGHTLY OLDER KIDS.

THE NURTURE
Assumptlo

WHY CHILOREN TURN OUT THE WAY THEY

No Norm Social Norm

)

- read!!!
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In St. Croix Falls we.....
s aread!

One of Mrs. Platt's future readers! Kinder~2020.

Qre

It is what we do.

B Tammi Hasselquist

: ! Reading Wall of Famel If you can, bring her by one
day soon and she can visit the school "Book

Boutigue" for e_‘vrf?“w }bﬂook! I t i S a S O C i a I n O r m 5

Like - Reply

itrl

= w1 Kids conform to it.

What Kids Are
PRegding: And

How They Grow

s —




A Bunch of Ideas!

* Some are easy...

* Some are REALLY HARD!

* Links at the bottom of most pages.

* | talk fast.

* Tell me to slow down and settle down.

* JUMP in and interrupt! (I am a teacher, | am
used to it!)




Reading Friends

e Comprehensive reading support program
* 35-47 retirees and stay-at-home parents

* Volunteers read with 70+ below-grade-level readers
and ALL 4K, K, and 15t graders

* Weekly for 15 minutes to half an hour

* Data on student achievement is inconclusive...but,
that’s NOT why | spend the time...

* It’s about sharing the school with the community | - S Ko
and great PR A |

http://www.slj.com/2015/02/programs/program- ' e & », o sy
spotlight-reading-friends-initiative-pairs-retirees-with- L < A
young-students/ s o g T s,

M|
http://www.programminglibrarian.org/programs/readin
g-friends-tutoring



http://www.slj.com/2015/02/programs/program-spotlight-reading-friends-initiative-pairs-retirees-with-young-students/
http://www.programminglibrarian.org/programs/reading-friends-tutoring

Northern Waters Learning

 Summer Reading Tutoring

* Volunteers from the Community
e Serve ~70 Students

e A GREAT deal of work

e STOPPED summer slide in 75% of
students, of those more than half
INCREASED achievement!

* Read To Lead Grant for early
childhood classrooms and children
aged 0-4 (play groups, home visits,
free little library, texts to parents,
Barent education classes, laundry

asket cuteness!)




Books Without Borders

Explore owr amazirg
world throwugh boolis!
Eooks /J/ay a pevetal
rofe in getting ur
outside of oar
comfort zowes.
Kead ore & tee whrat
yoa car dpcover!

How it Wortes:
1. Keao: Feémmfy 1-23
2. Turve ire theis street ore the 2310 to

Mearttra or Vs Flatt
3. 10 Whirereers will recerve are irevitatios (o
Oivureer ore Febraary 28th at Ms. Flatts

Complete 6 of the 9 chrallenges &
be erntered for a charce to atternd
a caltural frorme—cooked meal with
your favorite librariars!

public hbieary
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(B ] FALLS
¢ hibrary

publi

Explore our amazing world through books!
Books play a pivotal rofe in getting as outside of oar comfort zones,
Kead on & pee what you can discover!

Complete 8 of the 12 challenges
& be entered for a chance to
attend dinmer with your favorite

librarians at The Vegetarian!
Vet

Nawme & FPhone:

READ A BOOK ABOUT READ A READ A BIOGGRAPHY
SOMEGNE WITH A GRAPHIC ~ ABOUT SONEGNE y
OIFFERENT ETHNIC NOVEL THAT WHO 15 OF A
BACKGROUND THAN TAKES PLACE  OIFFERENT GENDER, L
P WA FICTION BOOK
DIFFERENT ABOUT A CURRENT
’7»%{ CLTRE. SOCIAL [SSUE.
RMDA ~0~' me
/ FICTION BOOK ‘;’ 5 CHOICE! SEE RITA
ABOUT NATURE OR. ] OR MARTHA FOR
READ A BOOK OF THE ENVIRONMENT, READ A BOOK WITH AN Wgﬂm,
POETRY WRITTEN BY OPFPOSING VIEWPOINT ¢
SOMEONE FROM A ON AN 155UE YOUu
FAR-AWAY PLACE. CARE ABOUT. o
READ A NOVEL ABOUT READ & MAKE , 7
SOMEONE WHO 15 OF A PR .
YOu ARE,
READ A BOGK ABOUT
A CULTURAL RITUAL
n“““& REC AP B YOU KNOW NOTHING

How it Works:
L. Read: February 1-23
2. Ture ine thi sheet on the 2310 to Martha @ SCFFL or M. Flatt
3. 3 Wirners will receive an iwitation to dimer at The Vegetarian with Kita & Martha!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P2k1VHRDgLIDsveYU-xeZj4SA21Tdihoyxvp5PMU1Ks/edit



Big Read/Little Read

* http://www.neabigread.org/

{53 T2 SEHN AR L B e e =
4 LOUISE ERDRICH THE E The Boxcar Children
LOUISE Maltese 5 B
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The Yellow House Mystery
GERTRUDE CHANDLER WARNER

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LVv-Vgaoe9nKONcvfkvRIhrrEidGcAzcchj5mBrg8cs/edit


http://www.neabigread.org/

Rita Platt 71:1.: 27 May 2

Community book discussion wf Pts, Trs, a board member, & Stsl @scischools

(=4 Trevet bl
e I,'."_: OsStlk




ditaREAD 2017

Family and Team Literacy! St Croix Falls Public and School Libraries
Jdoin the race to MNome and celebrate teams that read together!

Slgn L for the 2017 |ditaREAD!

Come o the St Ormx Fals Public lef for fhe.. ed dog race through the cold Alaskan tundra. This year, let's participate in the race! Your
, read read. The sled dag teams will mush, mush, mush! Who will get to 1,049 first? The
pgulll chn:u:use (in miles), or your reading team (in mmutes spent reading)?
Sodurda March [24h at | PM

)We wil recap fre race start, ohwk—up on our mushers' progress, do some fun ldtarc
erafts, and watth e movie Snow Dogs!

' minutes before your musher finishes the Iditarod race and winf

o 2 Enal mhaemptier @shraalsr ibout the Iditarod & far your family or team to enjoy reading together & on your own.
estions empffer@storox aryorg

The bitared & a 1404 mie. roce frrowh e cod Aaskan fwdra Ths year, lets partcpate
n e race! Your famly or feam wil read, read read e sked dog feams wil mushy .
musi Wro wi get fo (044 firsf? The musher you choose (n mies), or your readng
ang(n mrutes spent readng)? Sun wp at sthod o at fe evend

im the pravided list, check up an his ar her progress using the website below. Keep track of how
e Farmily oF on youwr tearm reads. For each T0 miinutes read by amyone Bl in one clrcle on oy

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11hhn-FrT8bkXR5MT6rMwKUdK-MULDMflrh7knmylhWU/edit



Let's keep a list of things we need and want...we'll find the money....

New ideas:

1. Authors to come visit
Promethean boards for 4 r{ oums
Rugs for reading corners (¥
Leveled nonfiction [Lmdsa; 3--RITA
. Book shelves (Dana)-RITA
. Drying rack paintings (Jen)

. 10 sleds
.10 pairs of pants
9. Donations of mittens and hats

10.50 Ibs of birdseed

* Activity Nights

Already bought
1. snowshoes (25 pairs) approx $1,700--PE (Done)
2. Frog Materials (585 Each, 2 sets for 4 classrooms) 15t grade (Dong)
3. box fan for art room (drying out clay projects)--(Done)
4. Promethean boards for special ed & art
5. Materials, soil, seeds to start a small Dresser “Kinder” garden (donel)
]
¥
]

I = RS R SR

[==]

 Summer Reading
Programs

. More comfy chairs DONE
. Enough mouses for 4th Chrome Books DONE
. Low level books for Lumby & Kirchner DONE
8 Lots of books, level all books, book boxas for Lumby DONE

* Wish List R
* PR & Activism '
Surrounding Literacy

e Goodwill!
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. Rita Platt @ritaplatt - 8 Apr 2014 > Rita Platt @ritapiatt - 28 Feb 2016
& sYourLibrany Sl A3 Family Game Night!

Rita Platt it - s
sz Family mMath Might fun!




Positive Phone Calls Initiative

e SIP Goal

* Minimum of 2 positive phone
calls/texts/notes/chat messages
per teacher per month

http://www.weteachwelearn.org/2015/07/posit

ive-phone-calls-to-parents-is-like-money-in-the-

bank/

Sample Phone Call Home Script 1:

Hello Ms. . This is Ms. calling to share
good news about your son! This week he was in class on time
every day and really participated well in class! | am so happy to
have him as a student. Please feel free to call me anytime. | love
working with families.

Sample Phone Call Home Script 2:

Hi, this is Mr. calling to tell you how much | enjoy
having your daughter in my class! This week she volunteered to
read aloud from the textbook and | was so impressed with her
bravery. Thank you for letting me work with her this year. Let me
know if there is ever anything | can help you with.

Sample Phone Call Home Script 3:

Hello Ms. . This is Mr. calling to tell you
that earned an “A” on his assignment this week!
He is proud of himself and he should be. Thank you! You clearly
have taught him to value education. Please feel free to call me
anytime. | love working with families.



http://www.weteachwelearn.org/2015/07/positive-phone-calls-to-parents-is-like-money-in-the-bank/

Texts

* Preferred method of
communication for many

people
* If phone calls freak you out,

( Could u pick me up.'.)

“Why? What happened???:

1 / The teacher pointed at me w/ A
texts are easier | the ruler and said "At the end of
. - this ruler is an idiot" and | asked
* Remind.com \DS \OOQgi "\which end... o
‘ O%( am ‘(\6 p (So | got suspended /1
omber 1110" ;‘e}(’(, p( dy %\V\dg o ries = 3
(pep" wime- oy e S o era®y 2 Hahahahaha YOU ARE
Stant & of )i\p \’\OO\QV Y toeng?E” AWESOME!!! You're not even
gtaﬂ .\ a p( QSC ornpted pat="" Agrounded ) -
N\ AR g |
f NONG



Facebook/Instagram/Snap Chat/Twitter

e Social media is where parents
arel

Saint Croix Falls &
Dresser Elementary

* Find out what is used in your SR
. : T School _Cmatr'.‘:!lro»\chon -n»um- _.wmp. wee
community .

Timeline About Pholos Likes More -
a 171 ikes o1 ths weed Status Photo/ Video 5] Offer, Event + I f
: E vt
'E ! Rita Platt nvte frends 10 ke this Page
Oh my word! Row just passed a $5 book! It was at the 4th = Saint Croix Falls & Dresser Elementary Schools i
grade levell SO PROUD OF HIM! | eSO R | |
) :;:’ IR PRI Don't forget to keep your kids reading! The summer reading program s in -
N RIS ful-swing. Forms are linked below. Piease call Mrs. Platt with questions! sar
% 1; 319-400-7430. A community that reads together is a community that stays =
together! ::
) i 45 hitps.//docs google conv. . /TKMG2XvHOAVSIOH SpSWKDEIhKZ. . /edh sa
;f' Anne Marie Sinclear-Prokop i 2 ; 58
/ Ohhhhhh | {_/this soooo much!!! Celebration!!! Thank you ThE 90 £5 w10 cotmest Wb comualy | BTy | 200 MINUTES c
for this message 1! rlormation : §is——— 5
| glanced aand saw it pop up this morning at work but | g wmset k2w [ ; ,: 200 MINUTES
was so busy at the time | couldn't get to it ---and then 2| i dis
rowan just reminded me just now and | shrieked with i 2 ¥ :;_ ............
i g
2 ]
: g

happiness again!!! @ (that's a book worm not a Catapillar) P m — s



5‘ F E 5 Fa Ce boo k age Messages Notifications EJ Insghts Publishing Tools

—
>
_‘* Saint Croix Falls & Dresser Elementary Schools
— = f '

Dresser Staff is ready for some leaming fun - even on the playground.

 Struggle to get approved

* Now have 400+ followers
(more each day)

* Teachers message parents
real-time

http://www.weteachwelearn.org/2015/0
7/teachers-its-time-to-rethink-your-
weekly-letter/
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http://www.weteachwelearn.org/2015/07/teachers-its-time-to-rethink-your-weekly-letter/

B Saint Croix Falls & Dresser Elementary Schools

| met my reading goal!

[y
M '

i A & « *Iﬁ, it

Met my goall Parents, tell your kids, | meet my
personal reading goals just like | encourage them
to' e

2015 Reading Challenge @ TagPhoto 9 Add Location # Edit

Like Comment

.

() Cole Zrostliik, Erin Kessler and 14 others

& | Debra Wood | have 4 hooks to go to meet my 50
hook goal.

Like - Reply

g

Top Comt -

-

b 2
Sara Larson Yay Elil 2 Y v

ike - Reply - Mes




Home Reading Routines

* Every classroom, same expectation
(20 minutes minimum each day)

* Frequent phone calls home

e Students are honest (I think...)

* Book Bags from the LMC

* Book Boutique

* Social Learning

e “Reading is what we do in SCF!”



Look Who's Reading!




Open with «

’) First Grade News %
QR CO d es i Mrs. Peterson's Class h

September 27, 2016

Homework :
. -Review sight words: he, for, was, on, are Information
* QR codes in newsletters We have had a school wide focus on
-Read for 20 minutes a day and record it on cooperation this fall. Below is a QR
di lip. '
L Code for a Sesame Street Video that

¢ N eed free a p p 0 n p h O n e -Practice spelling words - 1.3 you can watch with your child to

reinforce COOPERATIONI!

or tablet s
. h h @.e::,.'é& 3 E:é\;‘- Book Orders Due Elﬁl:k tﬁ@
tt pS.//WWW.t e- S atulations .l:-lfl- . “;ﬁ
qgrcode-generator.com/ e o ca ﬁ-f
. . . ke \0‘?} .. %, 2k and Alexis for L
* Link to articles, videos, % S this weekl Good

or information related
to content

e Kids engage on the way
home

e Parents have insight into
school learning

QR Code to take you to my library website...loaded with
good stuff! Can you tell | love to share?


https://www.the-qrcode-generator.com/

Goals &
Book Bouthue

ef \\\\\\\\\% Turbc:-(:hal'gle

A N £ Reading!

s Get books in the
| community!

W' =,‘l.’.b$‘ .

https://www.firstbook.org/

http://www.weteachwelearn.org/2016/06/goal-setting-a-simple-lesson-sequence/



“There ls
shame In being
where vou '7-
There Is only
shame in not
working t0
learn and grow,
e

Rita Platt @ritaplatt 9 Sep 2016
Look who passed a qwz on Harry Potter!!! @

Pride adinggoals

Y e

AR KILLED MY DOG! And now it’s coming for YOUI
A Defense of Accelerated Reader and a Plea for Less Drama

http://www.weteachwelearn.org/2014/08/ar-killed-my-dog-and-now-its-coming-for-you-a-defense-of-accelerated-reader-
and-a-plea-for-less-drama/



“Slant” Your Classroom

I get teyts & FB posta abclut Kids mtg goals all summer

Copy of June 6, 20186

@ Author's message in 2nd grade! @scfschools Get ready for these
amazing kiddos, @MizGermain

b o) 0037157 ’ S wid 5]

Rita Platt 1 201
AB IditaREAD farmI\f readlng race wf the Iditarod muhers

Rita Platt ritapiat _ ot IR T ! ) (e
Snuggle up andRealeghtattheESllbraw youtube.com/watch?edit=vd&.. #G2Great

My Edited Video - YouTube

. | created this video with the YouTube Video Editor
(https:fAwww. youtube. com/editor)

Cuddle up and read

@ & wid ] i

Cuddle up and read

http://www.weteachwelearn.org/2013/01/slant-it-an-alternative-to-the-flipped-classroom-for-practical-teachers/



Your School Rocks!

Your School

So Tell Pegple!

Passionately
Pitch and Promote the Positives
Happening on Your Campus

Ryan McLane and Eric Lowe iUt




Professional Development
Institute (PDI)
WWW.webteaching.com

Reading Foundations for Emergent and Early Readers (PK-2)
Best Practices for a Successful 4t — 61" Grade Classroom (4-6)
Best Practices for a Successful Middle School Classroom (6-8)
Designing and Creating WebQuest (3-12)

Mastering the Text Complexity Challenge (4-8)

Reading Interventions for Middle Grade Students (4-8)
Reading Workshop Approach in the Middle Grades (4-8)
Response to Intervention in Reading (K-6)

Preparing English Language Learners for Success (K-8)

EMAIL RITA FOR DETAILS & DISCOUNT CODE FOR ANY COURSE!


http://www.webteaching.com/

SUCCESS SUCCESS

Choose your path to engagement...

* What will you do this year to move

d hea d ? what people think what it r?ally
* Write one goal or more goals. it iz i
® il wh I - ’ 7
: 'I('@wr(iatztpcl);tsmal when you get started <Don,\, JoiE \.W\t'\\ \j ala Ve
* ritaplatt@hotmail.com {QC’LC\’\QCI Yot 9o ol | ¥a
. ) :
When it is obrios a //m/ cannot be De Pm\’m\ ol \Jamy 3¢ \!
/ , , ¢
reached, don T adjust your 9oad, adjust Be praud of
your action steps. every slep you Toke

~ Confucius Xowayol (eo\ckm%ﬁ\od 30&\.



